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23 May 2017

Eurasian Resources Group (“ERG” or “the Group”), a leading diversified natural resources
producer, is pleased to announce its further support for the work of the Good Shepherd Sisters
(“Good Shepherd”) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (“DRC”) and their multidimensional programme through a three-year Framework Funding Agreement (“Agreement”)
with the Fondazione Internazionale Buon Pastore Onlus.
Good Shepherd is implementing a community development programme in Kolwezi in Lualaba
Province, DRC. The goal of this programme is to help break the cycle of violence and abuse
against children, women and girls in artisanal mining communities and improve their living
conditions. Good Shepherd is particularly focussed on supporting children who work in the
mines and are involved in the worst forms of child labour.
ERG is one of the largest copper and cobalt miners in Africa and, while neither child labour nor
artisanal mining form part of the Group’s operations, ERG recognizes the role that it can play in
supporting positive change for local communities.
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On 19 January 2017, ERG announced a Funding Agreement with Good Shepherd to support
their Alternative Livelihood work throughout 2017. The new Agreement significantly expands the
partnership and will run for approximately three years. It provides funding for a range of projects
supporting all aspects of the Good Shepherd’s programme: Alternative Livelihoods; Child
Protection; Economic Empowerment; Citizenship Strengthening; and Capacity Building. ERG
Africa, a subsidiary of ERG, will lead the efforts of the Group through the Safety, Health,
Environment and Community (SHEC) team under the direction of Dr Loes Schalekamp.
Speaking with ERG representatives at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development’s (OECD’s) recent Forum on Responsible Mineral Supply Chains in Paris, Sister
Catherine Mutindi, the Good Shepherd Programme Director in Kolwezi, said, “We are pleased
to see ERG extending our agreements so we can provide more stable support to local
communities in the DRC. By supporting all objectives of our work, ERG enables us to develop a
balanced programme helping children, women, and the broader community”.
“Good Shepherd believes that corporations can play a crucial role at a global and local level in
supporting dignified development for all and promoting business practices that are respectful of
human rights. Transparent and cooperative collaboration between business and civil society, as
recommended by the UN Guidelines on Business and Human Rights, can deliver transformative
and integrated community development and contribute to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals.”
Mr Benedikt Sobotka, Group CEO of ERG, said: “I am excited to see this multi-year programme
come together. We are fortunate to be able to partner with Good Shepherd to promote critical
issues like child protection, women’s rights, and the development of alternative livelihoods. The
potential for impact here is very high, and I expect the projects funded and progressed under
this agreement will leave a positive legacy for many years.”
Sr Mutindi concluded: “In the past five years we have brought 1200 children, girls and women
out of life-threatening work in the mines and contributed to setting up alternative livelihood
opportunities for hundreds of vulnerable people. This agreement with ERG enables us to
continue and strengthen our programme, which will bring lasting benefits to local communities.”
To learn more about the Good Shepherd Programme in Kolwezi:
http://www.fondazionebuonpastore.org/congo/#film
***
For additional information please contact:
Eurasian Resources Group
Andrey Belov, Head of Press office, Luxembourg
M.: +31 6 2570 1935
E: press@erg.net, andrey.belov@erg.net
ERG Africa
Lucinda Scholtz, Head of Communications, Johannesburg
M: +27 (0)60 998 4165
E: lucinda.scholtz@ergafrica.com
***

2

About Eurasian Resources Group:
Eurasian Resources Group (ERG) is a leading diversified natural resources producer with integrated
mining, processing, energy, logistics and marketing operations. It has a portfolio of production assets and
development projects in 14 countries crossing four continents, and is represented by more than 80,000 people
globally, being a major employer in the industry.
Today ERG is the world's largest ferrochrome producer on a chrome content basis and a key supplier of iron
ore. The Group is also among the global top-10 alumina producers and a principal copper and cobalt manufacturer.
In the Republic of Kazakhstan ERG represents about one third of the country’s metals & mining industry. It is
also a key power supplier and a large railway operator in Central Asia. Kazchrome, SSGPO, Aluminium of
Kazakhstan, Kazakhstan Aluminium Smelter (KAS), Eurasian Energy Corporation (EEC), ShubarkolKomir and
Transportation Group TransCom LLPare among the Group’s major assets located in Kazakhstan.
In the Democratic Republic of Congo ERG mines copper and cobalt and processes the ore at Boss Mining,
Frontier and Comide. Some other key development and near-production assets, including the Metalkol Roan Tailings
Reclamation (RTR) Project, are also located in the DRC.
ERG’s smelter, Chambishi Metals PLC, is a major enterprise in Zambia and a large producer of copper and
cobalt metal. The Company also has a number of development projects in coal, manganese, platinum, bauxite and
fluorspar across the African continent, embracing the Republic of South Africa, Zimbabwe, Mali and Mozambique.
In Brazil ERG continues development of Pedra de Ferro project, a 20mtpa iron ore production complex.
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